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Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:
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RESOLUTION 2011-118-A
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S REAPPOINTMENT OF RONALD TOWNSEND TO THE JEA, PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 21.03, JACKSONVILLE CHARTER, FOR A SECOND FULL TERM EXPIRING FEBRUARY 28, 2015; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s reappointment of Ronald Townsend, Duval County resident and elector to the JEA, pursuant to Article 21.03, Jacksonville Charter, for a second full term expiring February 28, 2015.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Margaret M. Sidman
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RONALD TOWNSEND — PERSONAL PROFILE
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¥ Asuccessful executive with over 45 years of experience, Ron Townsend has spent his
career helping businesses, charities, and community organizations to achieve their goals.

Townsend’s business career began with CBS news in 1960, and he held a series of progressive
leadership roles in the broadcasting industry. After being awarded Manager of the Year in 1987,
Townsend was promoted to president of Gannet Television Group in 1989, and also served as Chairman
of the National Association of Broadcasters Television Board. His business acumen was sought after
across industries, and he provided leadership as a Director of Alltel Corporation from 1992 to 2007; as a
Board member of Bank of America Corporation from 1993 to 2004; and on the Board of Directors for
Winn Dixie Corporation from 2001 to 2006. He currently serves on the Rayonier Corporation Board
(currently serving on the Audit Committee and Chairing the Corporate Governance Committee).

As a highly visible community leader, Townsend provides leadership as a member of the Board
of Trustees of the Freedom Forum Newseum, Inc. He is also a member of the Guardian Catholic Schools,
currently serving as Chair; member of the Board of the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra; and a trustee
of the University of North Florida. Townsend, is a past President of the Big Brothers of the National
Capital Area; the United Way of the National Capital Area Board of Directors; was Chairman of the
Trustees Assembly of United Way of the National Capital Area; and Trustee of Emerson College in
Boston, Massachusetts. In 2001 Townsend was appointed by Governor Jed Bush to the Jacksonville
Airport Authority Board, and served as Chairman 2002/2003. In 2007 Townsend was appointed by

Mavyor Peyton to serve on the Jacksonville Electric Authority Board and he served as Chairman of the
~ Finance/Audit Committee 2008 and 2009. Currently he is Chairman of the Board.

Ron Townsend was honored in 1987 by the United Negro Coliege Fund (UNCF) for his
outstanding contribution to the goals of the UNCF and for his commitment to the goals of higher
education. Townsend was a UNCF professor at Atlanta University’s Clark College from 1982/83. In
recognition of his contributions to the broadcasting industry, Townsend received the 1985 Board of
Governor’s Award from the Washington Chapter of the National Academy of Arts and Sciences. He was
the recipient of the 1993 prestigious National Jewish Humanitarian Award from the National Jewish
Center for Immunology and Respiratory Medicine. In 1996 he received the coveted Trumpet Award,
which salutes the outstanding achievements of African-American men and women who have

distinguished themselves in the fields of medicine, education, literature, politics, sports, business and
entertainment.

Townsend studied Business Administration at City College of New York. He and his wife
Maureen reside. in Jacksonville, and have five children and nine grandchildren.
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